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Green Bodhgaya is a project unifying spirituality and ecology, it consist at planting trees, 'reforesting' Bodhgaya by making wishes for the planet and all its inhabitants. In its dynamic this initiative aims at stimulating a change in mentalities at a global level, and locally, in Bodhgaya itself, to improve the climate and offer better living conditions.
Green Bodhgaya aims at developping around Bodhgaya a micro climate which will significantly change the lives of its inhabitants and the numerous pilgrims. Bodhgaya is the most important pilgrimage site for 400 million Buddhists around the world, it is a sacred site of worship the place where the Buddha awakened 2552 years ago The objective is to reduce drought and extreme current temperatures bringing the local climate near what it was during the time of Buddha, twenty-five centuries ago; to offer job opportunities to local people. 
Bodhgaya and Bihar province suffer from drought and extreme temperatures. The cause of this climate degradation is deforestation and its remedy is reforestation. According to the experts, we need about 5 million trees to significantly change the climate. This perspective lies within the framework of the UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) campaign: “Plant for the Planet” which was launched in 2003
. 
This integrated project of reforestation wishes to develop partnerships with enterprise or network like ZERI from the design phase of the project so they can participate in project Technical Committee.

The overall objective of this project is to use the multifunctional role of trees and to benefit both local people and the planet. For this, the project will promote: 
· Fight against climate change through carbon sequestration in trees planted
· Development of fruit trees and fair trade 
· Development of educational resources and formation on environmental issues
· Supply of timber in sufficient quantity to meet local needs
· Maintenance of local flora and fauna; 
· Restoration of species threatened with extinction and ecological habitats;
· Development of economic sectors based on the forest. 
Results and development goals

	Period
	Actions

	July to December

2009
	· Creation of the steering committee 

· Implementation of the budget
· Setting up a project design document 

· Attending to the U.N. Climate Treaty Conference in Copenhagen (December 09)

· Search for funding


	January to march 
2010


	· Setting up the plantation: Communication by planting trees in Monasteries and hotels

· Identification of technical datas

· Ethnographical datas (identification of villages, local population, social habits, needs, vision, etc.)
· Creating partnership with local population, local instance and ONG 


	2010 to

2013
	· Setting up the project at a larger scale (100’000 trees planted)
· Partnership with governmental tree nurseries 

· Monitoring of the project (development of indicators)
· Development of communication tools 



	2013 to

2023 and the following years


	· Pursue of the plantation (4 to 5 million trees planted)
· Developing fair trade
· Developing sustainable project within the local community
· Training and awareness of local population about environmental issues




About the team

Green Bodhgaya initiative is inspired by Denys Rinpoche, Superior of the Sangha Rimay Congregation
 and carried by Desislava Stefanova, Joelle Schneider, Odile Parent (webmaster) with the precious help of Pascale de Khatchadourian and Michel Giran.

· Desislava Stefanova

shrimaya@gmail.com   06.68.00.64.29
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Desislava Stefanova, member of the Buddhist Sangha Rimay community, living in the principal center and working in there as member of Green Bodhgaya association.  

She is formed in management and economy of international tourism. She has experienced in hotel management and survey of service quality in Bulgaria, where she studied.

· Joelle Schneider


joelle@rimay.net   04.79.25.75.47
Joelle Schneider is member of the Buddhist Sangha Rimay community, living in the principal centre and working in there as an assistant in the University Rimay Nalanda. 

Holding a master in anthropology, she has a formation in social sciences (anthropology and sociology). She has experienced in ethnological research, as she performed different field work in Polynesia among the traditional healers and in small project (field research for a Museum in Switzerland where she studied)
· Pascale der KHATCHADOURIAN 

pdk@live.fr  04.75.05.95.62
        06 29 36 56 49
Pascale der KHATCHADOURIAN’s competency areas are: Environmental Protection Sustainable Development and Land Planning. 
She is expert in projects management; networks and partnerships development; strategy; forward looking; investigation. 
She worked since 2005 in INEED RHONE-ALPES (Innovation for sustainable environment and economy), where she occupied the place of manager. Previously she worked as a manager for land planning and strategic projects, and economic information for INEED.

Since 2003 she was also responsible of land planning and strategic projects manager and INEED’s supervisor: issuance of bid solicitations, initiation of the building design architect competition for the EHQ (environmental high quality) programming, and monitoring of the green building construction (incubators, training centre, ecological business hotel/environmental construction and technologies).
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



� This campaign is in an effort to discourage deforestation, by inspiring communities to start major forestation projects in their region, as well as encouraging these communities to develop a culture of planting and caring for trees. This campaign is also a way to federate the many, so aimed projects within the world.


� A Buddhist Community based in the French Alps, Savoie, with branches in Europe Countries (Italy, Switzerland, Portugal, Spain, Canada)
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